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A reminder

• Based on a  book entitled 
« le guide du zizi sexuel »

• Exhibition presented during  
15 months

• 345 000 visitors , 3 500 
school groups



Conference 

Homosexuality in science centres,  
the last taboo ?

• The status of homosexuality  during the last 40 • The status of homosexuality  during the last 40 
years in France

• Treatment of homosexuality in an exhibition for 9/ 
14 years old 

• Conclusion 



The landmark changes to the status 
of homosexuality in France 

during the last 40 years

• So what actually happened in the last 40 
years in France?years in France?

• What happened  to cause mentalities to 
change  ?



Key dates

• May 68  shook foundations of the fifth 
republic 



The 1980s in France 

• 1981  homosexuality is 
removed from the list of 
mental illness mental illness 



Carefree liberty

• The national assembly 
definitively repealed 
restrictions on 
homosexuals

• These years of social 
advance were heady one.

• Difference is recognized 
and now accepted



The AIDS years 

• Homosexual are mostly affected

• A lot of deaths • A lot of deaths 

• Birth of Associations





The rule of associations



Since 2000

• PACS is promulgated in 
1999

• Homosexual parenting is 
now a subjecte of political now a subjecte of political 
debate 

• Election Bertrand Delanoé 
as mayor  march 2001 





Tackling homosexuality was an 
obvious choice

• But How ?

• And we had other difficult subjects 

• No specfic  focused on homosexuality 











Should the sex act between people 
of the same sex be shown ?







Homosexuality 

• Taboo or not taboo in Museum ?• Taboo or not taboo in Museum ?



Thank you !

www.cite-sciences.fr
m.gouy@cite-sciences.fr


